1/6/68 


Dear Dick, 

Your 12/30, postmarked 2/1, arrived today, with the enclosed -undated 
Sprague letter. Both are important. 

First I address the handwritten note you returned. Perhaps it is 
Murr, hut I think you are interested in the Peris match pictures. That note 
says "I think the identity of the French photographer -with Lady Jean Campbell 
is in ©D 1281 (Ex 1534 or 5), Paul Mathien 22H548" . 

A general comment: none of us is without error. The work we do is 
in a field designed to induce and facilitate it, against people v?ho are 
skilled in arranging it and entrapping. So, you will understand that first 
of all, I cm be wrong, andseeond, when I criticize the conclusions of others, 
it is in no sense negative or derrogatory. 

Penn, who is a great, 1- corruptible and valiant guy, is inclined to 
shoot from the hip, not check things out, and confabulate, Dick is quite ima- 
ginative* He see what I cannot on things that have yet to be established end, 
unless I am wrong, cannot be (as for example the Tramp pictures and tte various 
positive identifications made of those in it, without any of the most basic 
work being done). If we kept book on seme cf these things, the record would 
not be comforting. A tremenduous amount of time and effort has gone this way, and 
to the enormous degree Garrison and his office have been involved it it, it has 
been ruinous. I cannot give more detail of this by this too-public means. 

Frankly, I cannot believe any mature, experience man would have gone 
for what evolved as "Farewell America" even before he saw it. I do not see how 
anyone knowing anything at all about thematerlsl could credit it after Beading 
it. I was in open disbelief (and not popular ffor it) as far back as February, 
when the r ports had it sn NKVD thing. I read part 5 in the summer and knew it 
was a fake es soon as I did, scholarly and polished or not. Stop and think 
for s moment: here are the guys who had access to one of the assassins in 
Mexico City. So, with this marvelous source, they have a single page of type- 
script on the assassination - snd^that will not stand alone or at 3llJ Yet you 
should have heard such people as %rrison hold forth on itl He pissed away a 
fortune on it and it may yet cause a mistrial for him. That I will not have 
time to go into save to indicate it is with what the movie says and of the in- 
volvement of those connected with him with the movie. 

Nor can I understand how men who hove lived a few years in this world 
could beging to believe so elaborate a plot with so many unnecessary conspira- 
tors was neeessery, or that the people allegedly involved would be so vulnerable. 
Their number alone guaranteed that. It just could not be. With individuals, 
it is so illogical as to be insane. It was all bait for us, and so many took 
it so avidly. Hunt. What sn ideal selection, ana C Q hn, with their historiesS 
Much to obvious s^ms nufa cture , much too perfectly tailored. Natural ly, Penn 
would go for it no matter what else it said if it went after Hunt. H e believed 
that before the book. 


These guys take whatever Garrison says as the given word. They are 
uncritical, do not do their own thinking ^end too often he doss none at all). 
Why/ the very means by which the ms was sent him should have made s very young 



and entirely inexperience youth heve questions. V&en 1 Had then to February, 
in California* where it first surfaced ton real nut country, and 1 -*o not, 
mes^tie * radical right alone) ana ashed a fe, of our to 3 = to do a f« counter- 
intelligence things, like getting a fev? pictures 01 pedofie, insteaa of doing 
it the-'' told the subject -and never told me they did this or would not do whs o 
I asked. I cannot begin to tell what that aicne cost, hew ruinous it may by 
now have been. I an shocked that Sprague could have resa the en._re book an 
been exststie. I the n read one part and almost puked because knew 1 s 
excited acceptance. The "information" he says "they have been providing ever 
since" is the kind of stuff that overflows toilets- not a damned bit of it^ 
anv good at all. The two "investigators" who were sent to "Geneva and Pans 
w.=>re Los Anveles kids, one stupid, sycophantic but isnsf dedicated - -ae one who 
told the guy whose picture I asked him to take. He_ carryback afver a ranaerful 
vacation with nothing but excrement he alchemized into diamonds, ine other was 
on a vacation peto for by his father. Both carried Garrison credentials, 
another stupidity I have since been able to bring to m end. The second is a 
very fine young men, new 19 and excellent and mature for those years. was 
conned. A s recently as “ovember he would not listen to me. *e has since changed 
lOGp, and 100$ too late. 

But when Sprague says they are Xfonaer French intelligence hs says 
something I did not know. Can you get any details on this? I fear he will no. 
find my opinions welcome, whether he has not changed his mind or nor. orison 
has and so have the boys, both. 

Aside: if n-thing else, the concept of the book n^ke me believe^it 
is CIA. It uses a hackneyed device, if you stop end think, his, incidentxy, 
was ny opinion before I saw any of it, so 1 could be reading tu*,ngs in that 
may not be justified. 

Ho ^reread Sprague's conjectures on why tin- books were not meiiea outs 
And the paragraph that follows. Hew could he possibly know this, save oy uaking 
the judgement of others whose judgement he should Urea ay nave held in question, 
and taking that blindly? Aside from his own self-decit m his reacang. toy he is 
in possession of photographic proof that establishes tne insraliaiuy Oi. tne book. 
'Ife swallowed the crap about their having a photographer on the scene, uecif*e 
^hat must heve been the "abushka lad$ too more unlik ly or conspicuous person 

is possible): 

This is not to run Dick down at ell. kle has done fine work, and ^ have 
turned over to him what X could, helped as I could. But if an experienced man 
can go this hog wild, where are we? 

May I also suggest to you that anything Joestea is tor you Eh °^ lG 
ouesticn on that basis .alone? He is irresponsible, s literary thief, a xictioner 
without -cr^eienc* srd'/dubious -Drineinle. makes it up as he goes, steeling 
Tetl e St; Ut e4n benefit of the 26, unless he has gotten them very 

recently. 

% immediate interest, let me explain, is counterintelligence and 
or --vent ion in the event seme of this surfaces in the trial, therefore, ± ask u**a 
when you sand me anything, please include . envelopes, if for only rhe stamps, 
because some day might have toxwrite this. 

December 11 Lamarre could have been in either Hew York or Montreal, 
with Jaffa. I picked them both up at their Hew Orleans hotel the raorning of tue 
3th Thev left for “ew York midday, -planned to go to -kmtreal Weax^dfcpy. oy then 
he had elresdy had a great shock when Vince Salandria blew his coo* and his 
stack and may heve ruined excellent chances for getting to the bottom o f the 

whole thing. That is another tale. 



My kindness to them that morning yielded high dividends in information. 
I uses able, for example, to establish the worst, the very wrong con actions 
Lsmarre ?£ss. Sorry, I can ot. detail by this means. Yince made any further 
effort by me a futility. Laosrre will n ver again talk to me because he connects 
me with Tince, who was reelly terrible end paranoid. Also stupid, He caladd Them 


both CIA agents, to their faces; 
not a blessed things! 


;hat he knew anything, for he didn’t. 


The name ^utto you mention is new to men. dan you please get me aLl 
the details, if only from legal directories'? Have you any way of getting any 
data on the firm'? (Remarkable, a French law -firm with the great coincidence of 
a 1065 phone number; Have they defended any of the extremists, the bombers?) 

In short, Dick, not s single detail or fact you can get is^too in- 
consequential. This is not x ’reneh intelligence, -t is intelligence* x t is veil- 
financed and cannot return the investment. 

When you next tell me that Thompson actually does have Z, and 1 know 
they have Z in the movie c-f "Farewell”, can you imagine how much you excite me? 

Hy initial reaction, when I reed the SSPpst contraction of his book, was that 
if he were not G1A they got their best job free. How many sources do you think 
there are for the Z film? Where could it have teen ’’stolen’’ or obtained ? Not 
from LIFE, the Archives or the FBI. That left only the CIA or, as you now say, 
Thompson had it. 1 was trying to learn from Lamarr© whether they bad 210 when 
wince crabbed it. That would have pinpointed more. However, •‘‘ink may hove had 
access to either version at LIFE, the copy being tic more likely, LIFE also had 

0 first copy, made in Dellas, and a felack end white, made from the undamaged 
original, in Chicago. *our analysis indicates he is no closer than second genera- 
tion, copy of the copy o fist he jaapg original et closest. But when you get to 

1 rent on, carefully as you can, you know whet to seek. Bo not disclose any of 
this, for that will turn him (them) off. 

-ou are right 8 bout Rillis, but I am certsin he is out of range by w 
206. The rest of your paragraph, interests me much, ou realize I have teen 
saying this rem the first. But you reach your conclusions by other means entirely, 
lease do outline it. ^emember, I’ve had another bock that also gees into this 
done for a year and a half, POST MDSTEM. I have some of the secret stuff indicat- 
ing e hit much earlier then your lowest figure. 

I cannot imagine tonkin's silence if he has such pictures. I’d love them 
for COUP DIKTAT which deals with all the assassinations^ written in s une and 
saying much of what -^-uie has since said. Trent also saw Huie. - have e friend 
whose judgement x have learned to trust pretty much who evaluates ■ u uie as a very 
competent end equally bad man personally.... There is no end to tie identities 
Sprague has for "FrenehyT. . .Another guess is that Huie got scared and will not 
deal with any of us. ... Now on those tramp pictures; Ixhave information I cannot 
vouch for but from e source who has the means of learning that the arrests, if they 
were really arrested, were made other than st the TSBD. ^t was at the back of the 
Post Office. My Dallas phonebooi^ tells me there is the ""jEerainal” station et 207 
S. Houston, certainly the closest. My map of Dells s tells me there is no street 
between. Houston and the RP tracks at this point. Therefore, had the arrest been 
made there, the likely path would have been up the ^tracks to the Triple, thence 
to the police cars at the TSBD. I an more willing to believe this than anything 

1 have heard from anyone else, none of which has ony meaningful substantiation. 

Only endless wishfi.il thinking and confabulation.... 

Is it not likely that Hoover got his pitch from Frazier, that they all 
assumed putting the sight back in exstcly the some place (and fcow could they do 

otherwise? ) led them to assume it would sight exactly the same way? You have to 



look to who took the sight off. -*-£ I ?;ere_muking nomine tioi 
would be Dey. Another the agent, I think Drain, r/hc took ii 
odd there is no record of any question being asked about this? i -ooking forward 
to your tracing that dosss. 


2 , one, certainly, 
to DC. Is it not 


Perhaps "Farewell" will be hurtful. I think if this is the ease, we'll 
know at. the trial, hence my acute interest in all I can get. I have some of the 
European names involved. Bow I wish I'd followed the student protests against 
Springer better. Did they claim he wbe CIA by cry chance'? However, there is 
also the possibility it afforded us for e little intellectual judo. It has been. 


applied. We'll have ides to wait end see with what result. 


any. Further ex- 


planation will, have to await possible future mere direct contact. 


Which reminds me: when you are in Trenton, if you are driving, you 
are only a little over three hours from here in light-traffic times. There is 
dual highway, mostly expressway, to three milsc from our home. It's an invitation. 

It ip after my late bedtime, but let me bring you up to date on a few 
things. Toast Jhaw's lawyers made three motions, one for a change of Venue, to 
be argued Friday, one to quash, end one for the continuance of bail during tie 
trial, which was unopposed. The ’fudge has announced court will sit from 9 a.m. to 
5:50 p.m. faily, with an hour* and e half off for lunch - six days a week. Resting 
on the 7th means court from 1:50-5:50 p.m. That will be rough. Today . Teamans 
voluntarily gave Garrison's office an affidavit saying he lied on the NBC show 
because he and his family had been, repeatedly, anonymously threatened, fie said those 
threatening him were followed by Internal Revenue agents who loaned and forti- 
fied, that, following the telephoned "advice' 5 , he went to Irwin Dymond, Shaw’s 
layer, who told him to call day or night if he needed help, not to worry about 
bail, etc. He saw Dymond, who funnelled him to S heridsn, who taped him in 
Aaron John's office, with .Dymond present. He said he regretted the harm he had 
done on innocent assistant DA named Lee, who he had said, had bribed him. He said 
his conscience bed been bothering him. 


I expect to go to Lew Lr loans about a week before the beginning of tbs 
trial and to bo there through it. The pictures snd 1-rays have again been subpenaed, 
and there may be e court hearing on that in V-eslringtcn very soon. I do not know 
whet Garrison has on Shaw. I know only what I know snd believe. I am satisfied 
he is Bertrand. 

Dick, s word not intended as dsrrogstion: les.nlr to evaluate those of 
us with whom ycuHare in touch. Some ere not res’ily solid workers, do not really 
stay on the ground. This doesn’t mean they are not fine people, dedicated, willing, 
often doing important things. It does mean that some sure as hell tear off in 
all directions carrying too many toe often with. them. The influence of several 
such on Garrison was snormous-and very hurtful. They kept him from his hoefiwork, 
holding out, great rewards in solving everything and becoming a great hero^ snd he 
trusted ana believed them. So, remarkably little work was done in. the ore area he 
hes jurisdiction, I believe that Srsdley-Crisman stuff is crap, end so do I regard 
aL 1 thex phoney preachers, Nsgell, all that stuff he went for and spoke of as 
though he had personally verified it. * e is one of the /|ost trusting man in the 
world, with an unfailing instinct for the wrong people .The wonder is he didn't 
ruin everything before this and from this. I do not believe Boxley was still CIA, 
as J im charged, but to me it makes no difference. He could not have done more hsra 
had he been. Turner was in the same boat. Between them not a single verified thing 
that can go to court, and endless dishrhea of attractive fictions, and s monster 
diversion that weakens the esse now coming up. Did they have to be sgentsV Is it 


j cj«a «-■ 


-ml 

ick, or wrong or anything else. Their record if clawless. 


not enough if they 
Hot a single worthwhile thing, and they account for the expenc 
his time, money and efforyl 
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Have a real good year. 


Sincerely, 


Harold Weisb-rg 



